HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
in their non-Communist forms, regard the human
personality as something mysterious, standing over
against a "physical" universe of opportunity, by the
taking advantage of which man may become "his best
self," to use an old phrase of Professor H. J. Laski.*
Historically, Nominalism serves a purpose only so
long as the opportunities of capitalist activity continue
to confront the individual man and his sacred per-
sonality. When opportunities come to present them-
selves, not merely to single individuals but to vast
communities "which must, in order to reap the ad-
vantage of new effort, act collectively, then Nominalism
loses its historical function. It becomes tenuous and
irrelevant to the historical epoch. "Liberty55 is
already coming to imply, not so much a liberation of
personal energy for constructive enterprise, as a kind
of guarantee of the liberty to sit and contemplate. It is
becoming something refined, spiritual and John
Cowper Powysian, not really comprehensible to the
ordinary man. To-day, only complete detachment
from historical realities, for the intellectual, seems to
provide a suitable "atmosphere" for the realisation of
liberty. Social "scientists" and writers on politics show
a pathetic and historically ansemic hankering for
country cottages and solitude. This use of the
* It is unlikely that Professor Last! thinks in this -way to-day.
63